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Course description
Outcomes/Assessment
Objectives/Evaluation

Rationale: This is an update of what is currently contained within this course.
Proposed Start Semester: Winter 2023
Course Description: In this course, students will practice the therapeutic management skills for safe and
appropriate use with patients in their role as a physical therapist assistant. Lecture, demonstrations, lab
practice, patient simulations, and additional resources will be used to develop decision-making and
problem-solving skills with an emphasis on safety. Topics include, but are not limited to, management of
the cardiac patient, wound management, pulmonary hygiene, orthotic education and management,
management of the patient with an amputation including pre-prosthetic training and prosthetic
management, lymphedema management, and environmental accessibility.

Course Credit Hours
Variable hours: Yes
Credits: 0 – 2
Lecture Hours: Instructor: 15 Student: 15
Lab: Instructor: 30 Student: 30
Clinical: Instructor: 0 Student: 0

Total Contact Hours: Instructor: 0 to 45 Student: 0 to 45
Repeatable for Credit: NO
Grading Methods: Letter Grades
Audit
Are lectures, labs, or clinicals offered as separate sections?: YES (separate sections)

College-Level Reading and Writing
College-level Reading & Writing

College-Level Math



Requisites
Prerequisite
PTA 150 minimum grade "C"

General Education

Request Course Transfer
Proposed For:

Student Learning Outcomes

1. Explain the indications for an orthotic and prosthetic device, distinguish between the different types of
orthotic and prosthetic devices that are appropriate for the patient's functional needs, and execute the
skills needed for preparation of a residual limb for a prosthetic device.

Assessment 1
Assessment Tool: Outcome-related exam questions
Assessment Date: Winter 2023
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All
Number students to be assessed: All
How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 85% of students will score 83% or higher.
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

Assessment 2
Assessment Tool: Outcome-related skill-check assessments
Assessment Date: Winter 2023
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All
Number students to be assessed: All
How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 90% of students will score 83% or higher.
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

2. Explain the indications for wound management, distinguish between the different types of wound
dressings that are appropriate for the patient’s needs, and execute the skills needed for wound
management in an infection-controlled environment.

Assessment 1
Assessment Tool: Outcome-related exam questions
Assessment Date: Winter 2023
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All
Number students to be assessed: All
How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 85% of students will score 83% or higher.
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

Assessment 2
Assessment Tool: Outcome-related skill-check assessments
Assessment Date: Winter 2023
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All
Number students to be assessed: All
How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 90% of students will score 83% or higher.
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty



3. Explain the indications for pulmonary hygiene, distinguish between the different types and levels of
intervention of pulmonary hygiene that are appropriate for the patient’s needs, and execute the skills
needed for pulmonary hygiene.

Assessment 1
Assessment Tool: Outcome-related exam questions
Assessment Date: Winter 2023
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All
Number students to be assessed: All
How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 85% of students will score 83% or higher.
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

4. Demonstrate competence in caring for patients with cancer including lymphedema management.
Assessment 1

Assessment Tool: Outcome-related skill-check assessments
Assessment Date: Winter 2023
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All
Number students to be assessed: All
How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 90% of students will score 83% or higher.
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

Course Objectives
1. Explain indications, contraindications, and precautions in the use of an orthosis and prosthesis.
2. Identify basic components of an orthosis and prosthesis.
3. Devise a patient education plan in the correct use and care of orthosis and prosthesis.
4. Analyze incorrect gait patterns and potential causes in a patient using a lower extremity prosthesis.  
5. Explain indications, contraindications, and precautions for wound management.
6. Distinguish between the different types of wound dressing and the indications for use of one over

another.
7. Devise a patient education plan for maintenance or healing of skin integrity.
8. Properly set up a sterile field. 
9. Properly don, doff, and dispose of personal protective equipment, including sterile gloves, when

working with a patient on wound management.
10. Explain indications, contraindications, and precautions of pulmonary hygiene. 
11. Examine the different lobes of each lung and link the appropriate postural drainage position to the

area of congestion.  
12. Direct the patient in diaphragmatic, chest expansion, cough techniques, and other breathing

strategies. 
13. Devise a patient education plan for self-treatment.
14. Properly don, doff, and dispose of personal protective equipment when working with patients on

pulmonary hygiene. 
15. Discuss the functions of the lymphatic system. 
16. Differentiate the stages of lymphedema classification. 
17. Discriminate the stages of complete decongestive therapy.
18. Demonstrate accurate measurement of limb girth of both upper and lower extremities.
19. Demonstrate competence in proper pressure for manual lymphatic drainage.
20. Discuss precautions and contraindications of compression bandaging.
21. Differentiate between normal and abnormal response to therapeutic interventions.
22. Accurately document therapeutic intervention and patient response.

New Resources for Course



Course Textbooks/Resources
Textbooks

Fairchild, Sheryl. Principles & Techniques of Patient Care, ed. Elsevier, 2022
Manuals
Periodicals
Software

Equipment/Facilities
Level III classroom
Other: Hi-lo mat tables, residual limb mannequins, tilt table
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